ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
& PARISH DAY SCHOOL

First Sunday of Advent

® SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2025 - 11:00 A.M.
ONE WORSHIP

We welcome you here at St. John’s to be met by God, who already knows you and loves you.

THEWORD OF THE LORD

Music pages can be found following page 7.
During the service, the congregation reads the parts in bold.

PRELUDE Ad te Levavi
ENTRANCE HYMN Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending (H 57) M-1

WELCOME

OPENING ACCLAMATION & LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
Our King and Savior now draws near.

Come let us adore him.

In the midst of busyness, anxiety, chaos, and fear,

We pause and await your appearing, knowing you are leading us.
Come, O Christ, and set us free.

Come, Emmanuel, bring your rule of justice and peace.

(The first candle is lit.)
We wait for a new heaven and a new earth,
Where righteousness is at home.

HYMN OF PRAISE Kyrie (S 86) Hurd
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COLLECT OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of
light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in
great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge
both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE FIRST READING (Please be seated.) Isaiah 2:1-5
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

In days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say,
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.’
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruning-hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.

O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the Lord!

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE PSALM Psalm 122 M-2

THE SECOND READING Romans 13:11-14
You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation
is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let
us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as
in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in
quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the
flesh, to gratify its desires.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 5



GOSPEL HYMN Sleepers Wake (vs. 1 before; vs. 2 after) M-3

THE GOSPEL (Please stand as you are able.) Matthew 24:36-44

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming
of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing
until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man.
Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding
meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not
know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had
known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and
would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of
Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON The Rev. Derek H. Miller

THE NICENE CREED (Please stand.)
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He
has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Please remain standing as you are able.)
After each petition,

Teach us your ways, O God, O God.
That we may walk in your paths.

The Celebrant offers a concluding collect.
The People respond, Amen.



CONFESSION (Please stand or kneel as you are able.)
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that we have sinned
in thought, word, and deed. We have not loved you with our whole heart. We have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. In your mercy forgive what we have been,
help us to amend what we are, and direct what we shall be; that we may do justly,
love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.

ABSOLUTION

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver
you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life
eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE HOLY COMMUNION

OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.

L Text to Give

Text “SJEC” to 73256

3 {iI_E St. John’s website
%ﬂ@g stjohnsec.org/give

OFFERTORY ANTHEM CGloria sei dir gesungen J.S. Bach
St. John’s Choir

(Sung in German and Latin)

"Let Gloria be sung to you with mortal and angelic tongues, with harps and even with
cymbals. Of twelve pearls the portals are made, in your city we are companions of the an-
gels high around your throne. No eye has ever perceived; no ear has ever heard such joy as
our happiness: "lo! lo!", eternally in sweet rejoicing!”



THE PRESENTATION HYMN Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding (H 59, vs. 1-2, 5) Merton
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1 Hark! a thrill-ing voice is sound-ing:“Christ is nigh,” it seems to say;
2 Wak-ened by the sol-emnwarn-ing, from earth’sbond-age let us rise;
3 Lo! theLamb, so long ex-pect- ed, comes with par-don down from heaven;
4 so whennext he comeswith glo - ry, and the world is wrapped in fear,
5 Hon - or, glo - ry, might,and bless - ing to the Fa-ther and the Son,
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1 “Cast a - way the works of dark-ness, O ye child-ren of the day.”
2 Christ,our sun, all sloth dis - pel - ling, shines up - on the morn-ing sKkies.
3 let wus haste,with tears of sor-row, one and all to be for- given;
4 may he with his mer - cy shield us, and with words of love draw near.
5 with the ev - er - last-ing Spi - rit while un - end-ing a - ges run.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from
sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again
in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to
behold his appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy (S 124) Hurd
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of
wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his
command, O Father,

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with St. John and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your
sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the
Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.




THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

(A silence is held.)
FRACTION ANTHEM Lamb of God (S 161) Hurd
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you take a - way the sins of the world: grant us peace.

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

COMMUNION: God Welcomes You to the Table

This is Christ's Table, and God welcomes us all to be fed and blessed here. All those baptized,
regardless of church tradition/denomination, background, or age are invited to receive Communion
as members of the Body of Christ. Please let the clergy know if you require a gluten-free wafer. If
you are not yet baptized, or wish to receive a Blessing instead of Communion, please cross your
hands across your chest and the minister will affirm God's blessing on you. If you are unable to
come forward for Communion, please let an usher know so that the clergy may come to
you. If you are interested in exploring more of what baptism could mean for you, please
speak to Rev. Derek, our Rector, and he would LOVE to talk about baptism with you!

COMMUNION HYMNS Jesus Came, Adored By Angels (H 454) M-4
Signs of Ending (W 721) M-5

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING
CLOSING HYMN Rejoice, Believers (H 68) M-6

DISMISSAL
(The Deacon or Celebrant dismisses the People, to which we respond)
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Wachet Auf; 111. "Now Let All the Heav'ns Adore You" Wayne Wold
7



M-1 (H57)

ENTRANCE HYMN Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending Helmsley
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M-2
THE PSALM Psalm 122 Pechulis

(The Choir will sing the verses; the Congregation joins in the refrain.)
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I  was glad when they said to me: “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”

2 Now our feet are standing ™

within your gates, O Jerusalem.
3 Jerusalem is built as a city

that is at unity with itself; [Refrain]
4 To which the tribes go up,

the tribes of the Lorp, *

the assembly of Israel,

to praise the Name of the Lorb.
5 For there are the thrones of judgment,*

the thrones of the house of David.  [Refrain]
6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:*

"May they prosper who love you.
7 Peace be within your walls *

and quietness within your towers.  [Refrain]
8 For my brethren and companions' sake, *

| pray for your prosperity.
9 Because of the house of the LorDp our God, *

| will seek to do you good." [Refrain]

PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: Michael & Becca Altner,
Deb Avant, Steve Belknap, Jim Bruce, Richard Burrows, Leslie Edmonds, Barbara Epke, Sunny Good,
Marti Guillet, Bettina Hallock, Janis, Jim, Beth John, Kathryn, Ruth Keimig, Kelly, Mary Jo Kenney, Mike
Kinzel, John Kreft, Mary Krzos, Tom & Dorothy Linthicum, Glenda Lovchik, Judy Lovchik, Brent &
Meg McDorman, Pat Merson, Charles H. Miller, Gordon Nahas, Kathy O’Dunne, Jean Purcell, Rev.
Charles Dean Pugh, Roland Russoli, Clay Shiflet, Teresa Sinkovich, Marion Walker, Allison Ward, Victoria
Weimer, and Dylan Williams.

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED: Mary Fill, Charles Osmond

FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY OVERSEAS & THEIR FAMILIES: LCDR Matthew
Kircher, USN

To have someone included on our prayer list, you may: Contact the Parish Office by phone or email your
prayer request to Tracey Stone at tstone@stjohnsec.org. Names will remain on the prayer list for 30 days.
After the initial 30 days, if you wish to have a name stay on the list, please re-submit your request.




M-3 (H 61)

GOSPEL HYMN Sleepers, Wake! (vs. 1 before; vs. 2 after) Wachet auf
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COMMUNION HYMN I Jesus Came, Adored By Angels

Unison or harmony

(H 454) M-4
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M-5 (W 721)

COMMUNION HYMN Il Signs of Ending All Around Us
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1. Signs of end-ings all a - round us— dark - ness, death, and win - ter days
2.Can it be that from our end-ings, new be - gin-nings you cre-ate?
3.Speak, O  God, your Word a - mong us. Bar -ren lives your pres-ence fill.
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Life  from death, and from our rend-ings,realms of  whole-ness gen - er - ate?
Swell our hearts with songs of glad-ness, ter - rors calm fore-bod-ings still.
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Come, O Christ, and dwell a - mong us! Hear our cries, come set us free.
Take our fears, then, Lord, and turn them in - to hopes for life a - new:
Let your prom-ised realm of  jus - tice blos-som now through-out the earth;

]

3 3
ol o= SR S | ! T
1 S ——
A\3VJ & P & & & b g
S —r e—o r tr 4 -
» o ® | o °
: -
2oy e e P
| | | | | | | | -~
H | - —
R e e e
LG m—— o . ' | I o
o = ==
Give us  hope and faith and glad - ness. Show us  what there yet can be.
Fad - ing lightand dy - ing sea - son sing their Glo - ri - as to you.
your do - min-ion bring now near us; we a - wait the sav - ingbirth.
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(H 68) M-6

CLOSING HYMN Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers Llangloffan
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1 Re - joice! re - joice, be - liev - ers, and let your lights ap - pear!

2 See that your lamps are burn - ing, re - ple-nish them with oil;

3 Our hope and ex - pec - ta - tion, O Je-sus, now ap - pear;
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The eve-ning is ad - vanc - ing, and dark-er night is near.
look now for your sal - va - tion, the end of sin and toil.

a rise, thou Sun so longed for, a - bove this dark-ened sphere!
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The  Bride-groom is a - ris - ing, and soon he will draw nigh;
The mar - riage - feast is wait - ing, the gates wide o - pen stand;
With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, we ©plead, O Lord, to see
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up, watch in  ex - pec - ta - tion! at mid - night comes the cry.

rise up, ye heirs of glo - ry, the Bridegroom is at hand!

the day of earth’s re - demp - tion,and ev - er be with thee!
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ST. JOHN'’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH & PARISH DAY SCHOOL

9120 Frederick Road «¢&v Ellicott City, MD 21042
Church Office: 410-461-7793 ¢&> Clergy On-call Phone: 443-538-2806
Church Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., or by appointment; Fri. Closed
www.stjohnsec.org ¢& www.stjohnspds.org

WEEKEND WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturdays, 5:00 p.m.: Contemplative Worship, Historic Church
Sundays, 9:00 a.m.: Family-friendly, Contemporary Worship, All Saints Hall
Sundays, 11:00 a.m.: Traditional Worship, Historic Church
(11:00 a.m. is livestreamed whenever possible on YouTube — https://bit.ly/SJEC-YouTube)
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Find more worship information at https://www.stjohnsec.org

CLERGY & STAFF

The Rev. Derek H. Miller
Rector

The Venerable Ruth Elder
Deacon

The Rev. J. Joseph Hart
Assisting Clergy

The Rev. Gigie Sijera-Grant
Assisting Clergy

Ms. Georgi Funderburk
Minister of Faith & Practice for Children & Youth

Ms. Kathy Hahn
Director of Finance

Mr. Warren Harris
Facilities Tech

Mr. Brad Jones
Director of Facilities

Ms. Annie Kao
Stewardship Assistant

Mr. Justin Pechulis
Director of Music Ministries & Organist

Mr. Mike Ritonia
Facilities Tech

Ms. Tracey Stone
Director of Communications

S St. John’s website

?T:.-;;."i-.- ioh :
%ﬂﬂj stjohnsec.org/give

VESTRY
Gordon Knox Scott Geist
Senior Warden Katie Kelel
Scott Geist Lucia Martin
Junior Warden Marsha Trant
Class of 2026
Doug Hall
T Susan Fedors
reasurer David Hale
Clare Brooks Kim Kerry
Registrar Janet Loughran
Class of 2027

Paul Casasco
Rick Conover
Tim Loomis
Dawn Rea

<i7
QAA:} Class of 2028

Like Us, Follow Us, Watch Us Online:

Facebook: Facebook.com/StJohnsec.org
Instagram: @StJohnsECMD
YouTube: https://bit.ly/SJEC-YouTube

COPYRIGHTS & PERMISSIONS

All prayers and music are used with copyright
permission. Selections are taken from:

The Book of Common Prayer (BCP); Common
Worship; The Book of Occasional Services; the
1982 Hymnal; Lift Every Voice & Sing Hymnal; and
Wonder, Love & Praise Hymnal. Each of these
publications is from Church Publishing Inc., NewYork.
Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701375 and
CCLI License #314513, or by permission.

Text “SJEC” to 73256

Introduce Yourself
stjohnsec.org/welcome

Text to Give




e FRIDGE NOTES ¢
Advent & Christmas 2025

Detach and take home.
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for ARC of Howard Co. &
The Kirk P. Gaddy Youth Ctr.

SIGN-UP

NOV.30 ~DEC. 14

Email Bonnie Sturm
& Diane Standeven
at Outreachestjohnsec.org

ADVENT LABYRINTH WALKS
with enndle light and daeents

SATURDAYS, DEC. 6, 13, & 20
4:00-5:00 PM

SPECIAL HOLIDAY BASKET COLLECTION

Monies purchase grocery gift cards to be included with our
Holiday Baskets for ARC of Howard Co. & The Kirk P. Gaddy Youth Ctr. &

Donate online now at https://bit.ly/SJEC-GiveNow
Fund=Outreach Ministry Memo=Special Collection

Pagecmt

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14 « 11 AM
HISTORIC CHURCH

Sign up: bit.ly/SJ-Pageant-25

P e =

Donate online now or
at services on
Sat., Dec. 13; 5 p.m.
Sun., Dec. 14; 11 a.m.
Historic Church

1 Remember, honor,
or give thanks for
a loved one at
Christmas while
helping St. John's
decorate the
Historic Church
& All Saints Hall

$50 DONATION

e Use a flower offering envelope
(in the pews or at the Welcome
Center) and place it in the
offering plate); or

e Donate online at
https://bit.ly/ i
ChristmasFlowers-25 i

Respond no later than Dec. 10 to have loved ones’
names listed in the Christmas bulletins.

MUSIC AT ST. JOHN'S
PRESENTS

A CHRISTMAS
CONCERT

December 21
4:00 p.m.
Historic Church

Free admission; donations welcome

Christmas Services (see reverse)

The Living Créche at St. John's:
December 24th ~ 30th

~Gather family & friends and bring
the créche to life and keep the
animals company on the front lawn.

Look for details and sign-up
coming soon.



Christmas 2025
at St. John’s

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24: CHRISTMAS EVE

3:00 p.m. | All Saints Hall | Preparing the Créche Service with Holy Eucharist
Wonder at the mystery and meaning of Christ’s birth in this worship offering

designed especially for families with young children and open to all.
Children will bring to life the Créche for Christmas.

s:00 p.m. | Historic Church & Livestream | Festival Holy Eucharist
Rejoice at the message of the angels as the Good News of Christmas
1S proclaimed through scripture and music. Traditional Christmas carols
and special music are featured.

s:30 p.m. | All Saints Hall | Celtic Christmas with Holy Eucharist
Celebrate Christmas through Irish, Scottish, and English carols

and traditional instruments.

10:00 p.m. | Historic Church | Festival Holy Eucharist
Traditional Christmas music by the Adult Choir, Handbell Choir,

and Instrumental Ensemble. Music begins at 9:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25: CHRISTMAS DAY
1:00 a.m. | Historic Church | The Holy Eucharist with Carols

The Feast of the Nativity celebrated with carol singing.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28: CHRISTMAS 1
11:00 a.m. | Historic Church | Lessons & Carols with Holy Eucharist

(There will be no other services on the weekend of Dec. 27 & 28.)

rev. 11.30.25



