
  

THE WORD OF THE LORD 
Music pages can be found following page 8. 

During the service, the congregation reads the parts in bold. 
 

PRELUDE  Festivity on ṽWestminster ChimesṾ     Ellen Jane Lorenz 
St. Johnẽs Ringers 

ENTRANCE HYMN The God of Abraham Praise(H 401)  

WELCOME 

OPENING ACCLAMATION   
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be GodẨs kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may  
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

HYMN OF PRAISE All Glory Be to God                (H 421) M-2 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  
O God, from whom all good proceeds: Grant that by your inspiration we may think those 
things that are right, and by your merciful guiding may do them; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE FIRST READING (Please be seated.)                    Hosea 5:15-6:6 
Thus says the L+ּׁﬞש: ỀI will return again to my place until they acknowledge their guilt and 
seek my face. In their distress they will beg my favor: ẼCome, let us return to the L+ּׁﬞש; for it 
is he who has torn, and he will heal us; he has struck down, and he will bind us up. Aꜛer two 
days he will revive us; on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live before him. Let 
us know, let us press on to know the L+ּׁﬞש; his appearing is as sure as the dawn; he will come 
to us like the showers, like the spring rains that water the earth.ẽ What shall I do with you, 
O Ephraim? What shall I do with you, O Judah? Your love is like a morning cloud, like the 
dew that goes away early. Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets, I have killed them 
by the words of my mouth, and my judgment goes forth as the light. For I desire steadfast 
love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt o erings.ề 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

We welcome you here at St. Johnẽs to be met by God, who already knows you and loves you. 
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THE PSALM HYMN  The Mighty God With Power Speaks (Psalm 50)       M-3 

THE SECOND READING Romans 4:13-25 
The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants 
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who 
are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where 
there is no law, neither is there violation. 

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be  
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who 
share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is wriꜜen, ỀI have made you 
the father of many nationsề) Ẹin the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life 
to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he  
believed that he would become Ềthe father of many nations,ề according to what was said, ỀSo 
numerous shall your descendants be.ề He did not weaken in faith when he considered his 
own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or 
when he considered the barrenness of Sarahẽs womb. No distrust made him waver concerning 
the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully  
convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. Therefore his faith Ềwas reckoned 
to him as righteousness.ề Now the words, Ềit was reckoned to him,ề were wriꜜen not for his 
sake alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our 
Lord from the dead, who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our 
justification. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL HYMN Open the Eyes of My Heart             M-4 

THE GOSPEL (Please stand as you are able.)       Ma♩hew 9:9-13, 18-26 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Maꜜhew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Maꜜhew siꜜing at the tax booth; and he 
said to him, ỀFollow me.ề 

And he got up and followed him. And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors 
and sinners came and were siꜜing with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, 
they said to his disciples, ỀWhy does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?ề But 
when he heard this, he said, ỀThose who are well have no need of a physician, but those who 
are sick. Go and learn what this means, ẼI desire mercy, not sacrifice.ẽ For I have come to call 
not the righteous but sinners.ề 

While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader of the synagogue came in and 
knelt before him, saying, ỀMy daughter has just died; but come and lay your hand on her, and 
she will live.ề And Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples. Then suddenly a woman 
who had been su ering from hemorrhages for twelve years came up behind him and touched 
the fringe of his cloak, for she said to herself, ỀIf I only touch his cloak, I will be made well.ề 
Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, ỀTake heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.ề 
And instantly the woman was made well. When Jesus came to the leaderẽs house and saw the 
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flute players and the crowd making a commotion, he said, ỀGo away; for the girl is not dead 
but sleeping.ề And they laughed at him. But when the crowd had been put outside, he went 
in and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. And the report of this spread throughout 
that district. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

THE SERMON                  The Rev. Derek H. Miller 

THE NICENE CREED (Please stand.) 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally  
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the  
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He 
has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  (Please remain standing as you are able.)    
A□er each petition, 

Lord in your mercy; 
Hear our prayer. 

You have invited us to follow and waited patiently as we have stumbled along your pathway. 
Continue to be our guide and beacon as we seek to live ever closer to your desire for us. All 
this we ask in the name of Christ our Lord, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, One God, 
now and always. Amen. 

CONFESSION 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have le♦ undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 



п 

ABSOLUTION 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in  
eternal life. Amen. 

THE PEACE  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

CONTINUING THE JOURNEY CEREMONY 
Today we celebrate our children and youth. As they move upward in their schooling, so do 
they continue on their faith journey at St. Johnẽs. All of our youth move into a new phase of 
youth group, our 3rd graders move from Kidsẽ Club into Survivor, and our 5th graders move 
from Childrenẽs Connect to Youth Connect. I invite our current 5th and 6th graders to come 
forward. 

(6th graders will welcome the 5th graders. Other children and youth will stand where they are.) 

God our Parent, Creator and Nurturer, surround our children and youth with companions 
for every step of their faith journey: adults who teach with wisdom and care, friends who  
encourage and inspire, older youth who mentor and protect, and younger children whom 
they may guide with compassion and love. 

God our Christ, Word made flesh, may they follow the example of your lifeẸlives rooted in 
justice, shaped by peace, and filled with joy. 

God the Spirit, Guide and Guardian, help them to recognize your presence as they enter 
these new stages of life. May your loving protection surround them and your wisdom direct 
each step they take. 

Amen. 

RECOGNITION & GRATITUDE OF CHILDRENẨS & YOUTH FAITH LEADERS  

BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an o ering and sacrifice to God. 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM  Our Gi□ of Music              Edwin Taylor 
St. Johnẽs Choir & Instrumental Ensemble 

When the morning stars together their creatorṺs glory sang, and the angel host all shouted till 
with joy the heavens rang, then your wisdom and your greatness their exultant music told, all 
the beauty and the splendor which your mighty works unfold. 

When in synagogue and temple, voices raised the psalmistsṺ songs, o ering the adoration which 
alone to you belongs; when the singers and the cymbals with the trumpet made accord, glory 
filled the house of worship, and all knew your presence, Lord. 

Voice and instrument, in union through the ages, spoke your praise. Plainsong, tuneful hymns, 
and anthems told your faithful, gracious ways. Choir and orchestra and organ each a sacred 
o ering brought, while, inspired by your own Spirit, poet and composer wrought. 

Lord, we bring our gi□ of music; touch our lips and fire our hearts, teach our minds and train 
our senses, fit us for this sacred art. Then with skill and consecration we would serve you, Lord, 
and give all our powers to glorify you, and, in serving, fully live. Amen. 

THE PRESENTATION HYMN From All That Dwell Below the Skies (H 380, vs. 3)      Old 100th 

Text to Give 
Text ỀSJECề to 73256 

@StJohnsECMD  

St. Johnẽs website 
stjohnsec.org/give 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER C  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

God of all power, Source and Sustainer of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 

At your command all things came to be: shining light and enfolding dark; the vast expanse 
of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our 
island home.  
By your will they were created and have their being. 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with the capacity 
for memory, reason, and skill. You made us the stewards of your creation. But we turned 
against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your 
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your eternal Word, born of your servant 
Mary, to fulfill your Law, opening for us the way of freedom and peace. 
By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed. 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and 
martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim 
with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy                          Haugen 
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Blessed are you, Lord our God, for sending us Jesus, the Christ, who on the night he was 
handed over to su ering and death, took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave 
it to his friends, and said, ỀTake, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.ề 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, ỀDrink this, all of you: This is 
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.ề 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
We celebrate ChristẨs death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 

Therefore, O God, we who have been redeemed by Jesus Christ, and made a new people by 
water and the Spirit, now bring before you these giꜛs. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to 
be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Sanctify us also, and let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in 
Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

God of our ancestors; Redeemer and Mother of Israel; God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the 
presumption of coming to this Table for solace only and not for strength; for pardon only and 
not for renewal. 

Accept these prayers and praises, Almighty God, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from 
generation to generation. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 

THE LORDẨS PRAYER Our Father (Sung)        M-5 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
(A silence is held.) 

THE FRACTION HYMN Lamb of God                     Pechulis 
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The Gifts of God for the People of God.  

COMMUNION: At GodẨs Table All Are Welcome 
If you trust that Jesus Christ lived, died, and rose from the dead for your salvation and the life of the 
world, please come forward to receive the Body of Christ and the Cup of Salvation. When only one  
chalice bearer is present, we are adhering to the policy of only sipping and not intincting 
(dipping the bread) into the cup. If you require a gluten-free wafer, please ask the clergy. To  
receive a Blessing instead of Communion, cross your hands across your chest. The clergy will offer 
GodṺs blessing to you. If you would like to receive Communion, but are unable to come  
forward, please let an usher know. 

COMMUNION HYMNS The Summons                                      M-6 
      There is a Balm in Gilead               (L 203) M-7 
      Earth and All Stars                        (H 412) M-8 

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the  
sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE BLESSING   

CLOSING HYMN  We All Are One in Mission                       (W 778) M-9 

DISMISSAL  
Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.   
Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE Trumpet Tune                   Robert Lau 
Justin Pechulis, organ 
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(H 401) M-1 
ENTRANCE HYMN  The God of Abraham Praise               Leoni 
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HYMN OF PRAISE   All Glory Be to God                 Allein Gott in der Höh 

M-2 (H 421) 

M-3 
PSALM HYMN The Mighty God With Power Speaks (Psalm 50)        Star of County Down 

continued on opposite page 
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