ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
& PARISH DAY SCHOOL

First Sunday of Advent

11:00 A.M. SERVICE
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2024

We welcome you here at St. John’s to be met by God, who already knows you and loves you.

THEWORD OF THE LORD

Music pages can be found following page 8.
During the service, the congregation reads the parts in bold.

PRELUDE
ENTRANCE HYMN Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending (H 57) M-1

WELCOME

OPENING ACCLAMATION & LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
Our King and Savior now draws near.

Come let us adore him.

In the midst of busyness, anxiety, chaos, and fear,

We pause and await your appearing, knowing you are leading us.
Come, O Christ, and set us free.

Come, Emmanuel, bring your rule of justice and peace.

(The first candle is lit.)
We wait for a new heaven and a new earth,
Where righteousness is at home.

HYMN OF PRAISE People Look East, vs. 1-2 (W 724) M-2

COLLECT OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of
light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in
great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to
judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.



THE FIRST READING (Please be seated.) Jeremiah 33:14-16
The days are surely coming, says the Lorp, when | will fulfill the promise | made to the house
of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time | will cause a righteous Branch
to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those
days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will
be called: "The Lorb is our righteousness."

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE PSALM: Psalm 25: 1-9 M-3

THE SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God
because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and
restore whatever is lacking in your faith.

Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may the
Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in
love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL HYMN Sing Hallelujah (vs. 1 before; vs. 2 after) M-4

THE GOSPEL (Please stand as you are able.) Luke 21:25-36

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress
among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear
and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.
Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great glory. Now when
these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is
drawing near."

Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout
leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see
these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this
generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass
away, but my words will not pass away.

"Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and
the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon
all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the
strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man."

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.



THE SERMON The Rev. Mary Sulerud

THE NICENE CREED (Please stand.)
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He
has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Come, O Wisdom from on high: enlighten the church with your marvelous light; that people
and nations may learn your ways of justice and truth.

Come, Lord Jesus, Come.

Come, O Lord of Power and Might: make all things new. Build up this earth that we have
marred by our indulgent deeds. Restore our faded paradise and bring forth creation’s second birth.
Come, Lord Jesus, Come.

Come, O Branch of Jesse’s tree: be faithful to your promised presence in our lives. Heal the
sick, tend the suffering.

(Your intercessions may be offered either aloud or silently.)

May those in need rejoice in hope of the Savior’s coming this day, and look with longing for
his return at the end of time.

Come, Lord Jesus, Come.

Come, O Key of David: open wide heaven’s gate for those who have died, give peace to those
who mourn and ease the sadness that hinders hope and joy.

Come, Lord Jesus, Come.

Come, O Dayspring from on high: restore us by your power that we may serve your world
with steadfast faith, joyful hope, and constant love.

Come, Lord Jesus, Come.

Come, Desire of Nations: bind in one the hearts of all the people of the world, that our

divisions may end, and warfare cease under the banner of the Prince of Peace. We pray
especially for peace in the Ukraine, in Lebanon, in Israel, in Gaza and the West Bank.

Come, Lord Jesus, Come.



Give us ears to hear, O God, and eyes to watch, that we may know your presence in our
midst during this holy season of joy as we anticipate the coming of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

CONFESSION

Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that we have sinned
in thought, word, and deed. We have not loved you with our whole heart. We have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. In your mercy forgive what we have been,
help us to amend what we are, and direct what we shall be; that we may do justly,
love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.

ABSOLUTION

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver
you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life
eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE HOLY COMMUNION

OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.
For your convenience, you may scan the QR code on the back of the bulletin.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM E'en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come Paul Manz
Peace be to you and grace from him who freed us from our sins, who loved us all and shed his blood
that we might saved be.

Sing holy, holy to our Lord, the Lord, Almighty God, who was and is and is to come; sing holy, holy,
Lord!

Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein, rejoice on earth, ye saints below, for Christ is coming, is
coming soon, for Christ is coming soon!

E'en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, and night shall be no more; they need no light nor lamp nor sun,
for Christ will be their All! (Revelation 22)



THE PRESENTATION HYMN Sleepers Wake (vs. 3) (H 61) Wachet auf
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from
sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again
in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to be-
hold his appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:



SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy G.W. Brown
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of
wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his
command, O Father,

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with St. John and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your
sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the
Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,

Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.
6



And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

(A silence is held.)
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The Gifts of God for the People of God.

COMMUNION: At God’s Table All Are Welcome

If you trust that Jesus Christ lived, died, and rose from the dead for your salvation and the life of the
world, please come forward to receive the Body of Christ and the cup of Salvation. When only one
chalice bearer is present, we are adhering to the policy of only sipping and not intincting
(dipping the bread) into the cup. If you require a gluten-free wafer, please ask the clergy. To
receive a Blessing instead of Communion, cross your hands across your chest. The clergy will offer
God'’s blessing to you. If you would like to receive Communion, but are unable to come
forward, please let an usher know.

COMMUNION HYMNS Alleluia! Hurry the Lord is Near M-5
The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns M-6



THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING
CLOSING HYMN Watchmen, Tell Us of the Night (H640) M-7

DISMISSAL

(The Deacon or Celebrant dismisses the People, to which we respond)
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

1 Remember, honor,

or give thanks for , SANTA’S
a loved one at WELLBEING
Christmas while ) '
helping St. John's : WORKSHOP
decorate the 3
Hlistoric Church Sat, Dec. 7 ¢ 9:30-11:30 a.m.
& All Saints Hall Auditorium
$50 DONATION . l
journaling ¢ gentle yoga
+ Use a flower offering envelope (in deep relaxation with sound healing
the pews or at the Welcome Reiki ¢ social time

Center) and place it in the

offering plate); or Join us to gain and sustain inner access

to the peace and joy of the holidays.

e Donate online at
There is no charge for this event.

https://bit.ly/
ChristmasFlowers-24

RSVP to Karen Ferguson at
Wellbeing@stjohnsec.org.

Respond no later than Dec. 10 to have loved ones’
names listed in the Christmas bulletins.

At all services on Dec. 7th & 8th
SPECIAL HOLIDAY BASKET COLLECTION

Monies purchase grocery gift cards to be included with our
Holiday Baskets for ARC of Howard County & Collington Square.

Donate online now at https://bit.ly/SJEC-GiveNow
Fund=Outreach Ministry Memo=Special Collection
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PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS

Deb Avant, Jacyn Baker, Ron & Judi Bonig, Jim Bruce, Jane Deweib, Brian Donovan, Leslie Edmonds,
Joseph Gilbert, Sunny Good, Marti Guillet, Sam & Lissa Bounds Hammond, Lauren Hopkins, Glenn
Houston, James Houston, The Houston Family, Rose Jones, Henry Kramer, Glenda Lovchik, George Maestri,
Pat Merson, Charles H. Miller, Mike Miller, Jane Mooney, Tim Nunley, Kathy O’Dunne, Charles Osmond,
Barbara Prettyman, Jean Purcell, Roland Russoli, Jane Sims, Joseph Stavely, Jessica Stricks, Alicia
Townsend, Mel Trimble, Gerald Williams, Mickey Williams.

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED: Elizabeth Sones
FOR THE SEARCH FOR OUR NEXT RECTOR

To have someone included on our prayer list, you may: Contact the Parish Office by phone or email your prayer
request to Tracey Stone at tstone@stjohnsec.org. Names will remain on the prayer list for 30 days. After the
initial 30 days, if you wish to have a name stay on the list, please re-submit your request.
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HYMN OF PRAISE People Look East (vs. 1-2) Besangon Carol
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December 22nd, 11 AM
Historic Church and Livestreamed

Look for time and location to be announced in
Mid-Week News & Blessings this coming week.



THE PSALM Psalm 25: 1-9
(The Choir will sing the verses; the Congregation joins in the refrain.)

A Advent 1

25
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My God, I put my trust in you.

’ A Psalm 25:1-9

1 To you, O Lorp, | lift up my soul;
my God, | put my trust in you; ™
let me not be humiliated,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame;”
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. (Refrain)

3 Show me your ways, O LoRD, *
and teach me your paths.

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me,”
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have | trusted all the day long. (Refrain)

5 Remember, O LorD, your compassion and love, *
for they are from everlasting.

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;*
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O LorD. (Refrain)

7 Gracious and upright is the Lorp; *
therefore he teaches sinners in his way.

8 He guides the humble in doing right *
and teaches his way to the lowly.

9 All the paths of the Lorp are love and faithfulness *
to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. (Refrain)



Dean Krippaehne
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GOSPEL HYMN Sing Hallelujah (vs. 1 before; vs. 2 after)
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COMMUNION HYMN I Alleluia! Hurry the Lord is Near Ernest Sands
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e

OUTDOOR*
LABYRINTH ADVENT LESSONS & CAROLS
WALKS

A Mystical Journey
DEC. 7, 14, & 21
4:00~5:00 p.m.
5:45~6:30 p.m.

Sun,, Dec. 15 * 4:00 p.m.
St. John’s Historic Church

GPS: 9140 Frederick Rd., 21042
*weather-permitting

If the weather is bad, the Walk will be held in
the Undercroft of the Historic Church.
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COMMUNION HYMN Il The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns St. Stephen
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CLOSING HYMN Watchmen, Tell Us of the Night

(H 640) M-7
John Bowring/Aberystwyth
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dawn. Trav - eler, dark - ness takes its flight, doubt and ter - ror
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beam - ing star. Watch-man, does its beau - teous ray
course por - tends. Watch-man, will its beams a - lone

are with - drawn. Watch-man, let thy wan - derings cease;
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aught of  joy hope fore - tell? Trav-eler, yes; it
gild the spot that gave  them birth? Trav-eler, a - ges
hie thee to  thy qui - et home. Trav-eler, lo! the
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brings the day, prom - ised day of Is - ra - el
are its owng see, it bursts o’er all the earth
Prince of Peace, lo! the Son of God is come!

SAVE THE DATE

g,

Bagzilla Bench Dedication
Dec. 15 ¢ 9:00 a.m. « ASH

Keep bringing your plastic film in!
We're helping other churches
earn benches.




ST. JOHN'’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH & PARISH DAY SCHOOL
9120 Frederick Road ¢&v Ellicott City, MD 21042
Office: 410-461-7793 ¢& Clergy On-call Phone: 443-538-2806
Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m,; Fri. Closed
www.stjohnsec.org ¢& www.stjohnspds.org

Saturdays, 5:00 p.m.: Contemplative Worship, Historic Church
Sundays, 11:00 a.m.: Traditional Worship, Historic Church
Sundays, 9:00 a.m.: Family-friendly, Contemporary Worship, All Saints Hall
(11:00 a.m. is livestreamed whenever possible on YouTube — https://bit.ly/SJEC-YouTube)
T2 GTHofH] 273 10:30, oh=0f AE|Hi = Resurrection IZ 0| A EEL|CE.

Find more worship information at https://www.stjohnsec.org
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The Rev. Mary Sulerud Gordon Knox Becky Daugherty
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Tom Goss
The Venerable Ruth Elder Geoff Walker Doug Hall
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The Rev. Peter Gachira Doug Hall Scott Geist
Assisting Clergy Treasurer Katie Kelel
The Rev. ). Joseph Hart BeAcky l_?augherty Lucia Martin
Assisting Clergy sst. Treasurer Marsha Trant
PP Clare Brooks Class of 2026
The Rev. Gigie Sijera-Grant .
. O Registrar Susan Fedors
Assisting Clergy David Hale
Ms. Georgi Funderburk W Kim Kerry
Minister of Faith & Practice for Children & Youth ¢ ﬁ Janet Loughran
Ms. Kathy Hahn 0 Class of 2027

Director of Finance

Mr. Warren Harris
Facilities Tech

Mr. Brad Jones
Director of Facilities

Ms. Annie Kao

Like Us, Follow Us, Watch Us Online:

Facebook: Facebook.com/StJohnsec.org
Instagram: @StJohnsECMD

Finance Assistant COPYRIGHTS & PERMISSIONS
. . All prayers and music are used with copyright
Di Mr. just\l/’n P,ef\:‘_u!ls i permission. Selections are taken from:
irector of Music Ministries The Book of Common Prayer (BCP); Common
Mr. Mike Ritonia Worship; The Book of Occasional Services; the
Facilities Tech 1982 Hymnal; Lift Every Voice & Sing Hymnal; and

Wonder, Love & Praise Hymnal. Each of these
Ms. Tracey Stone publications is from Church Publishing Inc., NewYork.
Director of Communications Music reprinted under OnelLicense.net #A-701375 and

CCLI License #314513, or by permission.
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Text to Give
Text “SJEC” to 73256
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