
  

THE WORD OF THE LORD 
Music pages can be found following page 7. 

During the service, the congregation reads the parts in bold. 
 

PRELUDE    

ENTRANCE HYMN The God of Abraham      

WELCOME 

OPENING ACCLAMATION   
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may  
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

HYMN OF PRAISE Gloria                               M-2 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  
O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the devil 
and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may 
purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again with power and great glory, we 
may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

THE FIRST READING (Please be seated.) Haggai 1:15b-2:9 
In the second year of King Darius, in the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the 
month, the word of the Lord came by the prophet Haggai, saying: Speak now to Zerubbabel 
son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to 
the remnant of the people, and say, Who is left among you that saw this house in its former 
glory? How does it look to you now? Is it not in your sight as nothing? Yet now take courage, 
O Zerubbabel, says the Lord; take courage, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest; take 
courage, all you people of the land, says the Lord; work, for I am with you, says the Lord of 
hosts, according to the promise that I made you when you came out of Egypt. My spirit 
abides among you; do not fear. For thus says the Lord of hosts: Once again, in a little while, I 
will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land; and I will shake all the 
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nations, so that the treasure of all nations shall come, and I will fill this house with splendor, 
says the Lord of hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, says the Lord of hosts. The 
latter splendor of this house shall be greater than the former, says the Lord of hosts; and in 
this place I will give prosperity, says the Lord of hosts. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM HYMN New Songs of Celebration Render (Psalm 98)       (H 413)  

THE SECOND READING 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 
As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, we beg 
you, brothers and sisters, not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by spirit or by 
word or by letter, as though from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord is already here. Let 
no one deceive you in any way; for that day will not come unless the rebellion comes first and 
the lawless one is revealed, the one destined for destruction. He opposes and exalts himself 
above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, 
declaring himself to be God. Do you not remember that I told you these things when I was 
still with you? 

But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters beloved by the Lord,  
because God chose you as the first fruits for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit 
and through belief in the truth. For this purpose he called you through our proclamation of 
the good news, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brothers 
and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that you were taught by us, either by 
word of mouth or by our letter. 

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and through grace 
gave us eternal comfort and good hope, comfort your hearts and strengthen them in every 
good work and word. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL HYMN Before Thy Throne (vs. 1-2 before; vs. 3 after)                                     (H 574) M-4 

THE GOSPEL (Please stand as you are able.)                     Luke 20:27-38  
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to Jesus and asked him a question, 
"Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man's brother dies, leaving a wife but no children, the 
man shall marry the widow and raise up children for his brother. Now there were seven brothers; 
the first married, and died childless; then the second and the third married her, and so in the 
same way all seven died childless. Finally the woman also died. In the resurrection, therefore, 
whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had married her." 

Jesus said to them, "Those who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage; but those 
who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection from the dead neither 
marry nor are given in marriage. Indeed they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels 
and are children of God, being children of the resurrection. And the fact that the dead are 
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raised Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Now he is God not of the dead, but 
of the living; for to him all of them are alive." 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

THE SERMON         The Rev. Derek H. Miller 

THE NICENE CREED (Please stand.) 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally  
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the  
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has 
spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Please remain standing as you are able.) 
After each petition, 
We call upon you, O God, 
For you will answer us. 

The Celebrant offers a concluding collect. 

The People respond, Amen. 

CONFESSION 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly 
sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us 
and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory 
of your Name. Amen. 
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ABSOLUTION 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in  
eternal life. Amen. 

THE PEACE  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
I appeal to you, dear siblings in Christ, by the mercies of God, to present yourselves as a  
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  

OFFERTORY ANTHEM  Praise the God of Heaven Above                  Howard Starks 
St. John’s Ringers 

THE PRESENTATION HYMN  All Who Hunger  (vs. 1)                      Holy Manna 

Text to Give 
Text “SJEC” to 73256 

@StJohnsECMD  

St. John’s website 
stjohnsec.org/give 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A   
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every where to give thanks to you, God 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life; you made us 
in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you, 
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for 
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

SANCTUS  Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                                         Pechulis 

 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen 
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only 
and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, 
the God and Creator of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered  
himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O God, in this sacrifice of praise and thanks-
giving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify 
them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 
and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive 
this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring 
us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son 
Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
(A silence is held.) 

FRACTION ANTHEM Lamb of God           Pechulis 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
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COMMUNION: God Welcomes You to the Table 
This is Christ's Table, and God welcomes us all to be fed and blessed here. All those baptized,  
regardless of church tradition/denomination, background, or age are invited to receive Communion 
as members of the Body of Christ. Please let the clergy know if you require a gluten-free wafer. If 
you are not yet baptized, or wish to receive a Blessing instead of Communion, please cross your 
hands across your chest and the minister will affirm God's blessing on you. If you are unable to 
come forward for Communion, please let an usher know so that the clergy may come to 
you. If you are interested in exploring more of what baptism could mean for you, please 
speak to Rev. Derek, our Rector, and he would LOVE to talk about baptism with you! 

COMMUNION ANTHEM Since By Man Came Death (from Messiah)          G. F. Handel 
St. John’s Choir 

Since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 
For as in Adam al die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. (1 Corinthians 15:21-22) 

COMMUNION HYMNS For the Bread Which You Have Broken                            (H 341) M-5 
      Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine!             (L 184) M-6 

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the  
sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING FORTH OF THE EUCHARISTIC VISITOR  
In the name of God and of this congregation, I send you to those who are homebound, that 
they may share with us in Christ’s body and blood. 
We who are many are one body, because we share one bread, one cup. 

THE BLESSING 

CLOSING HYMN Love’s Redeeming Work is Done             (H 189) M-7 

DISMISSAL  
Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.   
Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE    
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M-1 (H 401)  
ENTRANCE HYMN  The God of Abraham               Leoni 
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M-2  
HYMN OF PRAISE Gloria             Justin Pechulis 
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M-3 (H 413) 
PSALM HYMN New Songs of Celebration Render (Psalm 98)          Rendez à Dieu  
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(H 574) M-4  
GOSPEL HYMN Before Thy Throne (vs. 1-2 before; vs. 3 after)             St. Petersburg  

PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS: Michael & Becca Altner,  
Deb Avant, Steve Belknap, Jim Bruce, Richard Burrows, Leslie Edmonds, Barbara Epke, Betty Ferrone, 
Sunny Good, Marti Guillet, Bettina Hallock, The Houston Family, Janis, Jim, Beth John, Kathryn,  
Ruth Keimig, Kelly, Mary Jo Kenney, John Kreft, Mary Krzos, Tom & Dorothy Linthicum, Glenda 
Lovchik, Judy Lovchik, Pat Merson, Charles H. Miller, Gordon Nahas, The Nwosu Family, Kathy 
O’Dunne, Charles Osmond, Jean Purcell, Rev. Charles Dean Pugh, Roland Russoli, Clay Shiflet, Teresa 
Sinkovich, Marion Walker, Allison Ward, and Dylan Williams. 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED:    

FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY OVERSEAS & THEIR FAMILIES: LCDR Matthew 
Kircher, USN   

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given by Barbara Prettyman in memory of her beloved  
husband George.  

To have someone included on our prayer list, you may: Contact the Parish Office by phone or email your 
prayer request to Tracey Stone at tstone@stjohnsec.org. Names will remain on the prayer list for 30 days. 
After the initial 30 days, if you wish to have a name stay on the list, please re-submit your request.                          
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M-5 (H 341)  
COMMUNION HYMN I  For the Bread Which You Have Broken                  Omni die 
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(L 184) M-6  
COMMUNION HYMN II Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine      Phoebe P. Knapp 
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M-7 (H 189)  
CLOSING HYMN Love’s Redeeming Work is Done     Resurrexit 
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COPYRIGHTS & PERMISSIONS 

All prayers and music are used with copyright  
permission. Selections are taken from: 
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Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701375 and  

CCLI License #314513, or by permission.  
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