
      

 

A NOTE TO PARENTS 

  “Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them; I will offer 

  thanks to the Lord. ... The same stone which the builders rejected has 

  become the chief cornerstone. ...  Hosanna, Lord, hosanna!  Lord, send 

  us now success.”    Psalm 118: 19, 22, 25 

This exultant psalm touches on the heart of the mystery we are now approaching.  
In a way that we cannot understand, God works mercy through our sin and 
rebellion; God brings new life out of death, restoration out of loss, joy out of pain.  
The King wins his kingdom not through battle and vengeance but through utter 
defeat and sacrificial love. 

This Sunday has two names:  its traditional name of “Palm Sunday,” and its now-
official name, “The Sunday of the Passion.” In most places, we go right on calling 
it “Palm Sunday,” and this instinct is a sound one, not only because the blessing 
and bearing of palms is the most vivid thing we do in church on this day, but 
because this day is about triumph as well as Passion.  It is right for us to begin our 
worship on this day with a procession and shouts of victory, to straggle cheerfully 
through the chilly spring sunshine, to belt away at a grand old hymn as the doors 
are flung open.  And then it is right to be brought up short by the almost instant 
transition to scriptures that tell of pain, abandonment, and desolation, 
culminating in the long and brutal account of the crucifixion.  But if we listen 
carefully, we will hear in each one of these readings the mysterious promise, that 
out of the utter emptiness of the Messiah’s suffering, there comes God’s gift of 
vindication, victory and new life.  God has woven this pattern into the very fabric 
of creation.  It meets us everywhere.  

    Ride on, ride on, in majesty, 

    In lowly pomp ride on to die;  

    Bow thy meek head to mortal pain,  

    Then take, O God, thy power and reign.   

Hosanna in the highest! 
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